
Dear AAWRE Nominations and Elections Committee Members, 
 
In response to your request of August 3rd, I submit my name as a candidate willing to serve as a 
member of the AAWRE Board (2105-2018).  A brief Professional Biography is attached. 
 
From a personal perspective, I offer technical and character lessons learned over nearly 40 years of 
engineering practice.  Hydraulics, hydrology and water resources development have always reflected 
my deepest passions within engineering.   
 
AAWRE Diplomate status is very meaningful to me.  I am eager to directly help in furthering AAWRE’s 
goals and objectives, and assisting in developing additional program perspectives as AAWRE 
grows.  In particular, I believe I have ideas to contribute towards growing our membership, increasing 
our professional visibility, broadening understanding of the Diplomate value proposition, and providing 
outreach to our sister organizations to collaborate on issues of common interest and benefit.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 



David B. Campbell, P.E., D. WRE 
Professional Biography 
 
Dave Campbell has nearly 40 years of experience in dam engineering and water resources 
development planning.  His expertise includes a wide variety of services related to dams, including 
planning studies, investigations, analysis, design, and construction.  As Schnabel’s Director of Dam 
Engineering, Dave provides quality oversight, dam and spillway project decision guidance, and staff 
mentoring.  He is in responsible technical charge of dam investigation, remediation, and design 
projects throughout the firm.  He is also intimately involved in a number of projects, either as project 
officer, as a key design team member or as a senior reviewer.  He has been licensed since 1982, and 
is a member of AAWRE, ASDSO, USSD, AWWA and IAHR. 
 
Dave was a contributing author for an American Water Works Association-sponsored water supply 
planning manual.  He wrote sections on surface water alternative assessments, justification of need, 
project siting and sizing, and an appendix on preliminary layout and cost estimating for water supply 
dams (Water Resources Planning – Manual M50, 2001, 2nd Edition 2007, and 3rd Edition [in progress], 
AWWA).   
 
He was a founding member of the ASDSO Affiliate Member Advisory Committee; founding Technical 
Editor of the ASDSO newsletter; and founding Chair for the Mid-Atlantic Region’s Counsel for Safe 
Dams.  Dave has authored more than 30 papers related to hydrology, flood damage mitigation, 
spillways, dam engineering and water supply planning, including a keynote for IAHR’s 4th 
International Symposium on Hydraulic Structures (Porto, Portugal 2012). In addition, Dave was 
selected as one of four senior reviewers to perform a comprehensive, nationwide peer review of the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers Dam Safety Program (2013).    
 
In mid-1994, Dave joined Schnabel Engineering to create a dam engineering practice within the firm.  
Schnabel now has 100 engineers, engineering geologists, CAD and GIS specialists focused on 
providing dam engineering services, and commonly drawing additional geotechnical, geological and 
tunneling expertise from other practice areas within the firm. 
 
Dave was Project Manager and Lead Designer for the upgrading of Sugar Hollow Dam in Virginia, 
chosen by ASDSO as the National Dam Rehabilitation Project of the Year in 2000.  He was lead 
design reviewer and a spillway technical consultant for Lake Townsend Dam, which won the same 
award in 2012. 
 
Dave works closely with clients to craft engineering solutions that provide safety and performance, 
that fit our client’s needs and budgets, and are responsive to operations considerations.  He also 
recognizes the need to address engineering practice developmental questions, and has pressed for 
the means of getting them answered. He recently advocated for Schnabel to contribute $50,000 plus 
time for collaboration with the research team to develop a fundamental understanding of nappe 
instability issues on straight drop spillways.  Advancing professional practice has long been 
fundamental to Dave’s day to day focus as an engineer.  He believes that, as eminent professional 
engineers, we each should commit to tangibly adding to the professional play book (body of 
knowledge) over our careers.  
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